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{EDITORIALS} 


The Reformed Faith 
A Great Heritage 


Those who attended the symposium on some 
aspects of the Reformed Faith, sponsored by 
this Journal on August 17th, found it a reward- 
ing experience. 


At the close of the day the more than four 
hundred present seemed unanimous in feeling 
that it had been a mountain-top experience 
during which spiritual truth had been presented 
in a way to strengthen faith and enable one 
to more clearly understand the spiritual heritage 
of Reformed theology and its complete relevance 
for our own day. 


Not within the confines of our own church 
had such a meeting been held in years, nor 
have audiences been more encouraged and 
strengthened in some of the basic elements of 
our faith than were those privileged to attend 
this meeting. 


The papers presented will appear in this 
Journal, beginning with this issue, so we will 
only give the high-lights of the day. 


Dr. Edward J. Young, Professor of Old Testa- 
ment, Westminster Theological Seminary, 
opened with a masterly presentation of The 
Reformed Faith and the Authority of the 
Scriptures, showing clearly the historic position 
of our own Standards with reference to the 
inspiration and authority of the Word of God. 
That men should challenge this position is 
natural; that they should do so and claim the 
backing and blessing of the Presbyterian Church 
is difficult to understand and calls for intel- 
lectual and theological double-talk hardly in 
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keeping with the high calling of the Christian 
faith. 


The second paper was presented by Dr. Gor- 
don Clark, Head of the Department of Philoso- 
phy, Butler University, on The Reformed Faith 
and the Confession of Faith. How refreshing 
to have brought again to mind the fact that 
the Confession of Faith, although a human docu- 
ment, still remains the greatest single statement 
of the Christian faith extant, because it bases 
its thesis solely on the Holy Scriptures and sus- 
tains its position against successful attack by 
no appeal to anything other than the inspired 
record. All of us need to study the Confession 
of Faith and know more clearly its teachings - 
teachings from the Scriptures. 


The third speaker was Dr. William Childs 
Robinson, Professor of Church History, Colum- 
bia Theological Seminary, the subject of his 
address being: The Reformed Faith and the 
Doctrine of: Justification. Here we find the 
key-stone of the Christian faith, the fact that 
God has done something for us which we could 
never do for ourselves, and that in His infinite 
love and mercy, through the life, death and 
resurrection of His Eternal Son, we who believe 
in Him are fully, freely and forever justified in 
God's sight. How this glorious truth needs to 
be taught and preached and believed! Dr. Rob- 
inson will present this doctrine in a series of 
editorials in coming issues of the Journal. 


The fourth paper was presented by Rev. J. 
Marcellus Kik, pastor of the Second Reformed 
Church, Little Falls, N. ]., and was on the sub- 
ject: The Reformed Faith and Worship. Mr. 
Kik traced the Reformed tradition of simplicity 
in worship, turning away from the Romish 
practice of the use of candles, pictures and the 
so-called “‘aids to worship,” and to the quiet 
and spiritual approach to God which has had 
the seal of God's approval down through the 
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centuries. He showed how the present reversal 
io the use of outward objects and forms is 
actually an appeal to the senses and not to 
ihe spirit and how it is entirely out of keeping 
with the Reformed tradition. Furthermore, as 
spirituality recedes, “aids to worship” become 
more and more in evidence. This was a sober- 
ing paper, most forcefully given and one which 
needs to be given serious consideration and 
prayerful implementation. 


The afternoon session was opened by a mas- 
terful, refreshing and unique address by Dr. 
R. McFerran Crowe, President of Belhaven Col- 
lege on the subject: The Reformed Faith and 
Christian Education. Rarely has the obligation 
for and the philosophy of genuine Christian 
education been more clearly or more forcefully 
given. Dr. Crowe showed how the Christian 
College must be Christian in every department; 
that the basis of teaching in all classes is ulti- 
mately theological, be it chemistry, nuclear 
physics or Bible and he went on to show how 
God must be acknowledged as the source of 
all matter, all wisdom and all explanations of 
the phenomena to be found in the natural and 
the spiritual world. Taking a wheel with its 
spokes and center hub he described the Chris- 
tian institution as one where all departments 
and their teachings must face towards the center, 
God and His revealed truth. We are frank to 
say that only too often God and His Word are 
incidental in Christian institutions today, rather 
than central. Dr. Crowe has outlined a revolu- 
tionary return to Christian Education which is 
genuinely Christian. 


The final address was, as one who heard it 
said, “the frosting on the cake.” Mr. George 
Burnham, staff writer for the Chattanooga Free- 
Press, gave his own personal testimony - a thrill- 
ing story of God’s redeeming and transforming 
grace - and then a running account of his ex- 
periences in Great Britain and on the Continent, 
as he saw God working in the Billy Graham 
Crusades. Mr. Burnham’s simple and soul-stirring 
address was a fitting climax to a day when we 
had had our minds enlightened and our faith 
strengthened through a refreshing account of 
the relevancy of our Christian faith for the time 
in which we live. It was gratifying news to hear 
that Mr. Burnham’s dispatches from abroad, 
published in 306 newspapers during the Cam- 
paigns, will be published in book form in the 
near future by Fleming H. Revell Company. 


In retrospect this day, spent in study of our 
historic faith and its implications, was a re- 
warding experience. It was not a meeting set 
up in opposition to or competition with the 
fine conferences promoted by the agencies of 
our church. Rather it was a definite contribu- 
tion to the positive teachings of Presbyterian- 
ism, teachings which if neglected or forgotten 
pave the way for difficulties and deviations, 
some of which are abroad in our church today. 


Many left Weaverville with the feeling that 
a constructive and most encouraging step had 
been taken towards something which, if ampli- 
fied, can bring a significant blessing to our en- 
tire church in the days to come. 


The heritage of the Reformed Faith is a 
glorious one. Our fathers found it something 
worth dying for. Surely it is something worth 
living for in the world of which we are a part 
today. —L. N. B. 





Great Preaching 


Montreat has had some great preaching this 
Summer. For that reason it is both difficult and 
also seemingly presumptuous to single out one 
sermon for comment. 


However, by any standard of preaching, the 
sermon given by Dr. James Stewart of Edin- 
burgh, Scotland, on the closing Sunday morn- 
ing of the Bible Conference should go down 
in history as one of the greatest ever preached 
from that platform. 


Taking his text from Revelation 19:4 he 
preached on the subject: “The Revelance of 
Worship for our Day.” 


Dr. Stewart, with a spiritual insight and 
power which kept the great congregation in 
rapt attention, showed how true worship en- 
visions resignation, resolution, rejoicing and 
redemption. 


But, the main thrust of the sermon was its 
glorification of the Lord Jesus Christ. It lifted 
the hearers into His Holy Presence and at the 
conclusion there were wet eyes and glad hearts 
in the congregation, not from an emotional ap- 
peal but rather because the wonder of our 
Lord’s redemptive work was made so plain and 
our glorious privileges and hope so real. 


We thank Dr. Stewart for his preaching and 
thank God for such a Savior. L. N. B. 
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Only One Doctrine 
Christ Is Our Righteousness 


When there was no room for William Tyn- 
dale in England to translate the Bible, he fled 
to Luther at Wittenberg. There he interested 
John Bugenhagen in the progress of the Re- 
formation in England. Bugenhagen’s Letter to 
the English is the first tract in behalf of the 
Reformation written to the English people. In 
it the author says: 


We could not but rejoice, dear brethren, 
when we heard that in England also the Gos- 
pel of the grace of God has had a good report. 
But we are informed also that many have 
turned away from it because of slanderous 
reports against us and our way of living. We 
shall not stop to answer these calumnies. 
Know, therefore, that whatsoever ye may have 
heard and however simple minds may be puz- 
zled and confused by the flood of controversy, 
we have only one doctrine, 


CHRIST IS OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


Justification is the cardinal article of the 
Reformation as it is of the Epistle to the Ro- 
mans. Luther described it as the heart of the 
Church, the article of a standing church when 
she holds it and of a falling Church when she 
loses it, and warned that the article of justifica- 
tion being lost the whole Christian doctrine 
is lost. For Calvin, justification is the principal 
hinge by which religion is supported, and 
wherever the knowledge of it is taken away, the 
glory of Christ is extinguished, religion abol- 
ished, the Church destroyed, and the hope of 
salvation utterly overthrown. 


Justification is essential because all have 
sinned and sin is with us every day of our lives. 
We pray for its forgiveness immediately after 
we ask the Father for our daily bread. The 
question, as Calvin puts it, is how we, though 
unrighteous, can be considered as righteous. The 
Apostle writes, “to him that worketh not, but 
believeth in Him that justifieth the ungodly, 
his faith is reckoned for righteousness.” — Justi- 
fication is an act of God in which the believing 
sinner is declared righteous through the forgive- 
ness of sins and by the imputation of Christ’s 
righteousness. Some of the implications of this 
gracious act of the Father through His Son our 
Redeemer as it is brought home to us in faith 
by the Holy Spirit we hope to suggest in follow- 
ing editorials. —W.C.R. 
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Hope Born of Faith 


Spurgeon said that when he visited some ot 
his people in their final hours and saw how 
they died believers, it made him want to preach 
like a lion. Those who were privileged to see 
one of our young alumni the last weeks ot 
his life among us, saw the concrete evidence 
that Christ is our Peace. Reconciled to God 
by the blood of His Cross, he faced death and 
separation with the peace of God that passeth 
all understanding keeping his heart from break 
ing. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose 
mind is stayed on Thee: because he trusteth 
in Thee. And born of that faith there arises 
hope. Hope is assurance grounded in the 
promises of God. When He is our peace, Christ 
becomes also our hope. 


Ere He left us our Lord told us to add to 
our faith in God faith in Himself. “Ye believe 
in God believe also in Me.” And this faith in 
the only true God and Jesus Christ Whom He 
has sent means the planting of the seed of hope 
in our hearts. He has gone to prepare a place 
for us and in God’s own time He will come 
again to receive us unto Himself and usher us 
with our loved ones into the spacious mansions 
of the Father’s house. We sorrow not as the 
hopeless ones of earth do. Those who hold with 
Caesar that “Beyond this life there is no place 
for either trouble or sorrow” have no solace 
for sadness when death enters. But for those 
who believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
there is the blessed hope of the appearing of 
the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. At His Coming in Glory those also that 
sleep in (or through) Jesus will God bring with 
Him. When the Lord descends from heaven 
with the trump of God, the dead in Christ 
shall rise first and then we that remain shall 
be united with them to meet the Lord, and “so 
shall we ever be with the Lord.” 


It would take us too far afield to trace out 
all the promises of Scripture that meet in and 
radiate from the Coming of our Lord in His 
Glory. There are the spires of the New Jeru- 
salem, there the new heavens and the new 
earth, there the great white throne. But for 
our purpose in this hour when we think of the 
life, the faith, the testimony, the sleep of our 
beloved brother there is the victory over death 
for him and for all who sleep in Jesus. The 
Christian hope is not a mere cluster of abstract 
principles or impersonal ideals. We proclaim 
no mere Platonic society of souls. The Christian 
hope is only completed when the body is re- 
deemed. Our faith confesses, the resurrection 
of the body. “The whole of the Christian hope 
is grounded in the Resurrection of Him Who 
was crucified, and the return in glory of Him 
Who is risen.” In His death, Christ cancelled 
the debt we owed to death; in His resurrection, 
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He opened the gates of life everlasting. As He 
rose the Victor over the grave, so at His Coming 
He will raise those who have found Him their 
peace and their hope. The confidence in what 
Christ has done for us in the past guarantees 
for us the participation of what Christ will do 
in the future. If we suffer with Him here, we 
shall be glorified with Him then. We lay ou 
loved one away in hope of the resurrection of 
his body at the return of Christ. 


Without that return Christian hope is in- 
complete, or truncated. Without the resurrec- 
tion - His resurrection in the body and our 
resurrection in the body - Christ would not be 
the victor over the things of the world and the 
body. He could, then, be no more than a friend 
for this life, a minister to our spirits. But in 
Christ, God took our flesh and blood, and in 
our full human life suffered for our sons and 
rose from the grave in a body that could be 
seen, heard, and handled. He both died and 
rose again that He might be the Lord both of 
the dead and of the living. We put our loved 
ones away in Him, knowing that we shall see 
their faces again when He reurns in His glory. 


This hope born of the Christian faith is an 
integral part of that Christianity which has 
made the Church of Jesus Christ of every great 
denomination in America. And those who of- 
fer vague ambiguities instead of the definite 
promise of His Coming in Glory to raise His 
people from the grave are not presenting the 
full-orbed faith that God has planted in Amer- 
ica. As a matter of fact, there are free-thinkers 
in Europe as in America who gloss over the 
bodily resurrection of Christ and His return in 
glory to raise up those who sleep in Him. But 
the faith that our beloved brother was taught 
by his Presbyterian father, in which he and 
his family have believed, taught and preached, 
in which he and his brother died - this Christian 
faith has blessed America with the blessed hope 
of Christ’s epiphany in Glory.to raise from the 
dead those who sleep in Him. —W.C.LR. 


LIQUOR 
Look at This and Speak Your Minds 


Maybe we are not too patient with a book 
agent, at our front door, or a young fellow 
trying to make his way in college by selling 
us a magazine subscription; nor even with the 
polite young man who would spread his Fuller 
srush display just inside the front door; cer- 
tainly we would not hesitate to call the police 
if we discovered a midnight visitor trying to 
probe his way into the house to steal our pos- 
sessions. One inviolable right we stoutly claim 
-to protect the sanctity of our hemes. AND 
YET! we allow the Brewers to occupy a choice 
pot in the living room and with subtle song 
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and dramatic show present the “delights” of 
lager beer to our children grouped around the 
“Set,” glued to the picture with eager interest. 
Inconsistency? “Consider of it, take advice, and 
speak your minds!” (Judges 19:30) 


Now read this statement, issued by The Na- 
tional Temperance League, Inc., of Washing- 
ton, D. C., and weep - and Pray! 


Robert C. Kintner, President, American 
Broadcasting Co., both radio and television net- 
works, in an address delivered at the 78th An- 
nual meeting and Convention of the United 
States Brewers Foundation, Inc., January 
24-28, 1954 told the brewers representatives: 
“Let me say first of all, I would not have ac- 
cepted your invitation if A. B. C. was not a 
willing servant of the beer industry. It is our 
privilege to sell you—it is not just your ability 
to buy us.” “TI believe that we in radio and 
television also have played a part in putting 
beer in the home and making it the national 
family drink of moderation. There are no media 
anywhere in the country that can come in the 
home and talk intimately to the entire family 
as can radio and television, whether it be net- 
work or local station.” “It is more than a 
coincidence that the trend towards package 
selling (which saw the percentages of beer sales 
shift from 75° draught and, 25% in bottles in 
1933 to the exact opposite in 1953) has increased 
since 1948 when television networks began to 
come into dominance, until today when they 
almost blanket the country.” 


“I would say that the part radio and tele- 
vision has played in helping you in bringing 
beer into the home has been a part of which 
we are proud. We believe that these media 
are the proper way, the best way and the most 
efficient way to come into the home and tell 
your story, whatever the brand. And the more 
the story appears and is told generally, the 
greater is consumption. In closing I know I can 
speak for the entire radio-television industry 
when I say we are very proud to have played a 
small part in encouraging freedom-loving Amer- 
ica to believe that “Beer Belongs.” —W.CS. 





THOUGHTS FROM PSALM 119. 
Eighth Division : CHETH : Verses 57-64. 


Key thought: God’s “Mercy” : Verses 58 and 
64: “The earth, O Lord, is full of thy mercy.” 
Read Psalm 136 and notice the chorus: “His 
mercy endureth forever’; See Ephesians 2:4, 
“Rich in mercy.” 


Back of God’s Mercy are two things: (1) Our 
SIN, and (2) God’s Love. 


I. Our Sin : S-I-N- is a Little word, but there 
is a lot wrapped up in this “Little word”; 
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notice also the “I” in the middle of it: 
not know just where I read this) 


(I do 


Some of the awful things wrapped up in 
this package 


All of the World’s Unbelief, Idolatry, False 
Religions 

All of its Disobedience and Rebellion 

All of its Selfishness and Greed 

All of its Hatred, Strife, War 

All of its Pride and Stubbornness 

All of its Immorality, Impurity, Uncleanness 

All of its Ugliness and Repulsiveness 

All Pain, Suffering, Disease : All of its 
Sorrow and Tears 


Read one of Paul's Lists: 


(See Il Timothy 
3:2-5; Romans 1:28-32) 


II. God’s Mercy : Four Questions : 


1. Where does it start? In the Love of God : 
God so loved that He gave : While we were yet 
sinners: 

2. How can God, the Judge, in Justice, be 
merciful? Because His Son paid the price, ran- 
somed us, redeemed us, saved us by His Precious 
Blood; It is a Costly Redemption. 


3. What does His Mercy do for us? Forgives; 
Cleanses; Lifts us out of the pit, and _ places 
us in His palace, as kings and priests, as mem- 
bers of His Family. 


4. How long does it last? “His mercy endureth 
FOREVER.” 


“PRAISE YE THE LORD.” 





Helps to Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
Rev. Clinton C. Bake 
Sunday, September 4, Ephesians 6:5-9. 


Paul is writing to the Christian who found 
himself bound in slavery. What attitude is 
to be in the slave’s heart as he serves his master 
(each of vv.5,6,7)? What belief is to control 
the behavior of the master toward his slave 
(v.9)? How would Paul’s advice lighten the 
load of the slave (vv.5-8)? Do you think it is 
possible for the Christian to be happy regard- 
less of the circumstances of his life? How ought 
the conduct of the Christian master differ from 
that of the non-Christian master? How does 
God look upon those of varying social groups 
(vv.8-9)? Is there a difference between your 
behavior and that of the non-Christian toward 
those of other races and economic classes? Do 
you show partiality toward those of your own 
color and class (v.9b) ? How has Christ changed 
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your relationship to those of other classes or? 


races? 
Monday, September 5, I Corinthians 7:17-24. 


Some of the Corinthians who had _ become 
Christians after they were married were evi- 
dently thinking of divorcing their non-Christian 
mates (vv.12-16). What basic principle does 
Paul lay down to govern their behavior in this 


matter (vv.17,24) ? How does he carry this prin- J 


ciple into the matter of remaining a Jew o 
Gentile after conversion (vv.18-19)? changing 
one’s social status after conversion (vv.20-21)? 
Does this imply a fatalism - a refusing to im- 
prove one’s lot (v.21)? Nevertheless, what does 
Paul say is the most important consideration 
in a Christian’s life (vv.19b,22)? Is your rela- 
tionship to Christ more important to you than 
your relationship with your husband or wife? 
your religious observances? your social and eco- 


nomic concerns? Are you willing to accept God's 


will for your life concerning these things? 


Tuesday, September 6, Acts 9:10-19. 


Ananias never became famous as a missionary 
or preacher, but he was a faithful Christian. Of 
what Old Testament call does v.10 remind you 
(Isaiah 6:6-8)? Did God ask Ananias to do 
anything he was not capable of doing (vv.11-12) ? 
What obstacles lay in his way (vv.13-14)? Do 
I balk at possible difficulties or danger in doing 
the Lord’s work? Does the Lord’s reply to 
Ananias in vv.15-16 answer his objections? What 
do the responses of Ananias in vv.10b,13-14,17-18 
reveal of his basic attitude toward Christ? Do 
you reveal such attitudes of submission and 
trust in similar circumstances? Are you willing 
to let God use you in whatever humble and 
unobtrusive way He may desire? 


Wednesday, September 7, Acts 11:1-18. 


Chapter ten records the account of how God 
used Peter to bring about the conversion of a 
group of Gentiles. Till this time it was firmly 
believed that the Gospel was to be preached 
only to the Jews. The story Peter recounts in 
c.ll contains the events of c.10. What lesson 
did Peter learn from these events (10:45-47; 
11:18)? How did God first teach Peter this les 
son (11:5-10) ? What events followed this revela 
tion from God (vv.11-17)? How did God con 
firm through Peter’s preaching the lesson ol 
the vision (vv.15-17)? What was the response 
of the Jewish believers (v.18)? Are you willing 
to accept as Christian any group that has the 
blessing of God upon it regardless of the back 
ground of the people involved? Does God eve 
have difficulty in revealing new truths to you, 
if those truths are contrary to ideas you have 
held for a long time? 
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[hursday, September 8, Acts 15:36-40. 

john Mark had deserted Paul and Barnabas 
ol a previous missionary journey (v.38; 13:13). 
What was the background of the disagreement 
between Paul and Barnabas (vv.37-39)? How 
was the problem solved (vv.39-41)? Do you 
think it is always wrong for Christians to differ 
sharply? Was the recourse that was taken prob- 
ably the best solution? Turn to II Timothy 
i:11 and Col.4:10 and notice the affection Paul 
expresses for Mark at a later date. What change 
had apparently taken place in Mark’s life (II 
lim. 4:11)? Man’s usefulness to God is not 
over after one failure! Do you, like Paul, have 
the grace to be reconciled to (and even work 
with) a person who has failed you in time of 
need? 


Friday, September 9, I Chronicles 17:16-20. 

List the past deeds and the promises for the 
future that the Lord mentions to David in 
vv.7-14. How faithful had God been to David 
in the past (vv.7-8)? What does He promise 
to do for his posterity (vv.8b-14)? Do you see 
anything in the spirit of David's prayer 
(vv.16-20) that shows why God was able to 
bless him as He did? What do you see of 
humility? of thanksgiving? of praise? of wor- 
ship? Notice what God says concerning the 





heart of David 
God’s promise of an eternal kingdom for David 
was fulfilled in Christ. 
you discover about God in His relation to those 
that love Him? What was there in David's life 
that is lacking in your life? Claim Proverbs 
3:5-6 as God’s promise for you today. 


(I Samuel 13:14; Acts 13:22). 


What truth, then, do 


Saturday, September 10, Ephesians 3:14-21. 


Paul is engaged in intercessory prayer for 


his readers (v.14). There are three petitions, 
each petition involving one member of the 


rrinity. The petition involving the Holy Spirit 
is found in v.16b, involving the Son in 
vv.17-19a, and the Father in v.19b. In vv.16-19 
what do you find is the source of the Christian’s 
life? Do you try in yourself to stir up a com- 
munion with God? Meditate upon each of the 
verbs in Paul’s prayer in vv.16-19, noting the 
subject of each verb. How would you summarize 
the prayer? If Paul were praying for you, in 
what directions would you have to grow spirit- 
ually if his prayer were to be answered? What 
is Paul’s confidence in the One to whom he 
prays as to His ability to bring about the 
answers (vv.14,15,16a,20)? Do you have this 
confidence? Verse 21 expresses the purpose of 
Paul’s intercession. What is the purpose of your 
intercessory prayer? 





The Reformed Faith And The 
Authority Of The Scriptures 


By Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 
Westminster Theological Seminary, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
Chis was the first message of the “Symposium on Some Vital Aspects of the Reformed Faith” 


given at the First Presbyterian Church, Weaverville, North 


Carolina, on August 17th, 1955. Other 


addresses given at that time will follow in successive issues of The Journal.—H.B.D. 


In writing on the subject, “The Church 
Doctrine of Inspiration,” the late Professor 
Benjamin B. Warfield aptly remarked: “The 
old formula, quot homines tot sententiae, 
seems no longer adequate. Wherever five ‘ad- 
vanced thinkers’ assemble, at least six theories 
as to inspiration are likely to be ventilated. 
Chey differ in every conceivable point, or in 
every conceivable point save one. They agree 
that inspiration is less pervasive and less de- 
terminative than has heretofore been thought, 
or than is still thought in less enlightened cir- 
cles. They agree that there is less of the truth 
of God and more of the error of man in the 
Bible than Christians have been wont to be- 
ieve. 


There can be no doubt but that we are living 
in an age in which the older views of the in- 
‘piration of the Bible are being discarded. To 
defend in the present day with any seriousness 
the doctrine of the plenary and verbal inspira- 





AUGUST 31, 1955 


tion of the Holy Scriptures is to hold one self 
open to being regarded as, perhaps, a well- 
intentioned person, but one who might as well 
be defending belief in Santa Claus. Not only 
are new views of inspiration being constantly 
presented to us but we are even being told 
that these new views represent great gain. It 
is precisely this problem which we must face 
here today. What is the relationship between 
the Reformed Faith and the Authority of Scrip- 
ture? Can we still be maintainers and defenders 
of full-orbed Calvinism and at the same time 
adopt some of the newer views of the Bible? 
lo put it in a slightly different way; Does it 
actually matter what is our view of inspiration? 
Cannot we hold on to the distinctive truths of 
the Reformed Faith, and give up the supposed- 
ly untenable doctrine of the plenary inspira- 
tion of the Bible? Can we, in the light of the 
more recent Biblical knowledge, hold today to 
this old fashioned doctrine? There are many 
who say that we suffer no loss if we abandon 
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the church doctrine of inspiration. The great 
question before us, they say, is that once and 
for all we be rid of this doctrine. We must 
embrace some other doctrine of inspiration. 
That, they would tell us, is the question which 
faces us today. 


But that is not at all the question which 
really faces us today. We shall see, as we come 
to examine more closely the question of the 
relation between the Reformed Faith and the 
Authority of the Scriptures that a much deeper 
and more important question is before us than 
merely the substitution of one doctrine of in- 
spiration for another. 


The welfare of the Reformed Faith is bound 
up with the Biblical doctrine of inspiration. 
This is not of course to say that the Biblical 
doctrine of inspiration is the ground of the 
Reformed Faith. Of course not. Even if there 
had been no Bible at all, Christ could have come 
and died and saved us from our sins. To quote 
Dr. Warfield again; “Without any inspiration 
we could have had Christianity; yea, and man 
could still have heard the truth and through 
it been awakened, and justified and sanctified, 
and glorified. The verities of our faith would 
remain historically proven to us—so bountiful 
has God been in His fostering care—even had 
we no Bible, and through those verities, salva- 
tion.” These are true words. The truths and 
facts of Christianity do not depend upon an 
inspired Bible or even upon any Bible at all. 
However, merely to state the case in such a 
bald manner is to impress upon our minds vig- 
orously how great is our need of the Bible and 
how gracious and loving God has been to give 
to us His Holy Word. No, Christianity is not 
dependent upon the Bible. At the same time 
it is perfectly true that the welfare of true 
Christianity today is indeed bound up with 
the Bible and with a correct understanding of 
what the Bible is. 


This point can be easily illustrated. If we 
reject what the Bible has to say about itself; 
how do we know that we can trust the Bible 
in what it says on other subjects? It is in this 
sense that we say that the welfare of the Re- 
formed Faith is bound up with the Biblical doc- 
trine of inspiration. For, if we reject the Bibli- 
cal doctrine, we are rejecting the Bible as 
a trustworthy witness to itself; we are rejecting 
the Bible as a trustworthy guide and teacher. 
It is in great error, we say, in what it tells us 
concerning itself. In witnessing to itself, we 
say in effect, it has failed; indeed it has proved 
to be a false witness. In rejecting this doctrine 
of inspiration, we are in effect saying, whether 
we admit it or not does not matter (in this 
day of vague cloudy theology, one is apparently 
not expected to notice the consequences of a 
position which he adopts, so long as the lan- 
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guage which he employs sounds orthodox) - 
we are in effect saying, the Bible is not trust- 
worthy as a teacher in doctrine. And, my friends, 
if the Bible has thus shown itself to be un- 
trustworthy when it is speaking about so im- 
portant a matter as its own nature, by what 
warrant can we assume that it is trustworthy 
in speaking on other doctrines? When it speaks 
of itself, if it is not trustworthy, how do we 
know that we can rely upon it when it speaks 
to us of God and Christ and the Atonement? 
It will readily be seen that in this sense the 
welfare, of the Reformed Faith (which I equate 
with full-orbed Christianity) is bound up with 
the Biblical doctrine of inspiration. There 
could hardly be a more weighty question to 
consider, and in fact, the most important ques- 
tion which faces the Protestant Churches today, 
as we have before asserted, is just this one, 
What shall we do with the Bible? Shall we 
accept it as a trustworthy and authoritative 
teacher on all matters, or shall we reject it as 
being so untrustworthy that we cannot even 
accept what it has to tell us about itself? That 
is the real question before the Church today! 


At this point some one will say, You have 
been assuming that a particular view of the 
Bible is taught in the Bible itself. What war- 
rant have you for such an assumption? In an- 
swer to this we would point out that there is 
only one way in which to determine which 
doctrine of inspiration we are to accept, and 
that is to go to the Scriptures. The Bible alone 
must tell us what we are to believe concerning 
itself, just as it must tell us what we are to 
believe concerning God and the duty which God 
requires of man. 


When therefore we do go to the Bible, what 
do we find? We find, and that not as the result 
of prolonged and difficult searching, that the 
Scriptures regard themselves as the very Word 
of Truth. Let us briefly consider some of the 
standard passages in which this fact is clearly 
set forth. There is of course, the familiar verse, 

2 Timothy 3:16, “All Scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reprool, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness.” As is well known, the word 
which in the King James’ Version is translated, 
given by inspiration of God, is the Greek word, 
theopneustos, God breathed. There is also a 
question as to whether we should render, “All 
Scripture is God Breathed,” and thus have in 
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-iew the Scriptures as a whole, collectively, or 
ather, “Every Scripture is God breathed,’ and 
.o consider them distributively. In the one case 
we should be saying that the entire body of 
Scripture is God breathed. In the other, what 
ever Scripture one considers, it is God breathed. 
it makes little difference as far as our present 
question is concerned. Personally, we are in- 
clined to the translation, “All Scripture is God 
breathed,” but we are aware of the strength of 
the arguments which go to support the other 
view. In either case, Paul is saying that the 
Scriptures are God breathed. 


This past summer I heard an evangelist say 
that he did not know just what was involved 
in this word, Theopneustos, and so he did not 
dwell upon it. But we have no right to dis- 
miss it thus cavalierly. It is a most instructive 
word, this Greek word theopneustos, for it pre- 
sents to us the essential idea in the Biblical 
doctrine of inspiration. Now the English word 
inspiration comes from the Latin, and means a 


breathing in. This, however, is not the mean- 
ing of the Greek word. The Greek word 
theopneustos does not mean breathing but 


rather breathed out. The Scriptures, according 
to this biblical conception, are not at all books 
into which the Divine breath has been breathed. 
Rather, the Scriptures are books which have 
been breathed out of the mouth of God. It is 
essential that this distinction be made perfectly 
clear. The Scriptures are not human com- 
positions into which something Divine has been 
inbreathed. They are, let us rather say, Divine 
books which have been breathed out by God. 
It is difficult to conceive a stronger way of 
asserting their absolute Divine origin. The 
Scriptures, then, are the product of the creative 
breath of God, and therefore they are profitable 
for doctrine, etc. 


is extremely instruc- 
In this passage we are 

more sure word ol 
ye do well that ye take 


Another passage which 
tive is 2 Peter 1:19-21. 
told: “We have also a 
prophecy; whereunto 


heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark 
place, until the day dawn, and the day star 
arise in your hearts: Knowing this first, that 


no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private 
interpretation. For the prophecy came not in 
old time by the will of man: but holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost.” It is probably difficult to settle once 
for all whether the Apostle is speaking of all 
Scripture as prophetic, or merely of the pro- 
phetic portions of Scripture. In either case, 
however, it is Scripture to which he makes ref- 
erence. This Scripture, he tells us, did not come 
by the will of man. Rather, holy men, as 
borne by the Holy Spirit, spoke from God. The 
passage very clearly asserts that the Scriptures 
are not of human origination. They did not 
origin in the heart of man. They 


find their 
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are not a human product. On the other hand, 
according to this passage, the Scriptures did 
find their source in God. In cogent words, the 
Apostle declares that the origin of these Scrip- 
tures is in God. However, we must note that 
an additional bit of information is given to 
us in these words. It is perfectly true that 
the Scriptures are from God, we are assured, 
but God used the instrumentality of holy men 
who spake from Him. The Holy Spirit, who 
is true God, bore along these men who spake. 
That is, the Spirit took them up and carried 
them along so that they were completely borne 
by Him. The action spoken of is not to be 
confused with the Spirit’s leading or guiding. 
It is rather the work of bearing the writers of 
Scripture that is in view. It is a clear way of 
stating that the human writers of Scriptures 
were completely under the control of the Spirit 
of God, and that therefore the things which 
they spoke were not their own but His. 


It is perfectly true that there were human 
writers of the books of Scriptures. Such is the 
clear teaching of this present passage and of 
other passages as well. We may therefore speak 
of a human side to the Bible. The human 
writers of the Bible were men who were borne 
along by the Spirit of God, and so spoke pre- 
cisely what He wished them to speak. 


Perhaps it will not be amiss to refer to 
one more passage before attempting a summary 
of the Scriptural teaching on inspiration. It 
is John 10:34, the well known verse in which 


our Lord said of the Old Testament, “The 
Scripture cannot be broken.” Christ was re- 
futing the Pharisees’ charge of blasphemy 


against Him His making Himself equal with 
God. In the course of His defense He referred 
to the Scriptures, and said of them that they 
could not be broken. That is, the authority of 
the Scripture cannot be annulled, or denied. 
Ihe Scriptures have spoken, and hence, there 
can be no further appeal. Their word is final; 
it settles all questions. They cannot be broken. 


These three verses will give us an idea of 
what the Scriptures have to say concerning 
themselves. Not that we have even begun to 
make anything like an adequate study of the 
problem. But we might go on, adducing pas- 
sage after passage, to show that the Lord and 
the Apostles, the New Testament if you will, 
regarded the Scriptures as the very word of 
truth, absolutely authoritative, and final. This 
is the Scripture view of itself. According to 
the Bible the Spirit of God so came upon the 
human writers of the Bible that what they wrote 
was precisely what He desired to be written. 
Since this is the case, it is free from error in 
doctrine, fact and judgment. It is the Word 
of God, and hence pure from the beginning, 
absolutely infallible and free from error. 
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In these verses which we have considered it 
has become perfectly plain that in giving us 
the Bible God did as a matter of fact, make 
use of human agents or instruments through 
-~vhom His Word came. And at this point ap- 
pears one of the principal objections to the 
doctrine which we have been propounding. The 


Bible is the Word of God, we are told, but 
when the Divine Word passed through the 
human agent it naturally acquired some of the 
imperfections which characterize everything 
human. If I plunge my arm into some muddy 
water, some of the mud is bound to adhere 
to my arm. So, it is maintained, when the 
Word of God came through human channels, 
some of the error and imperfection of man 
was bound to adhere to it. The Bible, of 
course, is the Word of God, but there is min- 
gled in it human error and fallibility. This 
thought is expressed quite frequently today. We 
are told that there must be this element of 
human error. However, there are some ques- 
tions which we should like to ask. Why, we 
would ask, must this element of human error 
be present? Why could God not give to us a 
Bible free from error, even though it was writ- 
ten down by human beings? We should like 
to know by what authority men would thus 
limit God? God Himself has told us something 
quite different. This idea that since the pure 
Word of God has passed through human chan- 
nels it must therefore have taken unto itself 
something of human imperfection is not taught 
in the Bible. In fact, not only is it not taught, 
but rather the very opposite is taught. If there 
is anything upon which the Bible is clear it 
is that what which proceedeth from the mouth 
of God is pure and true. 


It should be emphasized also—in fact it 
should constantly be reiterated, that if the Word 
of God took on some of the imperfections 
which adhere to anything human, then, this 
imperfection must be found in all parts of the 
Bible and not merely in some. Such error will 
be found not alone in matters of history or 
detail, but also in the great teachings of Scrip- 
ture. Everything, upon this assumption, that 
the Bible teaches, must be touched with error. 
If the Word of God acquired human error by 
being transmitted through human writers, then 
every bit of Scripture acquired such error, and 
the result is that we have a Bible which in all 
its parts, in all its teachings, is tainted with 
error. 


It is necessary however, to say a word about 
the human side of the Bible. We often hear 
it said by the so-called enlightened scholarship 
of our day that we can no longer believe in 
a mechanically dictated Bible. Well, whoever 
did believe in a mechanically dictated Bible? 
Certainly, conservatives, those who have been 
staunch in their defense of the doctrine that 
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the Bible is given by the immediate out-breath- 
ing of God, have never maintained belief in 
a mechanically dictated Bible. Not at all. 
Rather, what conservatives have maintained is 
what the Bible itself teaches. The words of 
the human writers of the Bible are truly their 
own words. We read, for example, the opening 
words of Amos: “The words of Amos which 
he saw.” These are truly the words of Amos; 
he is their human author; in them and in 
the writing of them his entire personality was 
called into play. At the same time they are 
the words which the prophet saw. That is, 
he saw them by means of Divine revelation. Let 
us look at the New Testament. In Mark 12:36, 
our Lord says, “David himself said in the 
Holy Spirit,” How clear that is! David spoke; 
David the man, the sweet singer of Israel; 
and yet he spoke in the Holy Spirit. The words 
which David uttered did not find their origina- 
tion in his own mind; they found their origina- 
tion rather in the Holy Ghost. We may also 
note Acts 1:16, “The Holy Ghost spake by the 
mouth of David.’ Many other passages could 
be quoted in support of this same doctrine. 


When we study these passages we note that 
the Word of God did not at all take unto 
itself human error as it passed through its 
human authors. Rather, God prepared for the 
writing of the Scriptural books just those men 
whom He desired to write them. In His own 
wondrous providence He prepared, by long 
years of training and experience a Paul who 
could write the epistles. It was He who raised 
up John and Isaiah and all the other writers 
of the Bible so that what they finally wrote 


down was precisely what He desired to be 
written. 
How could this be? How could God so 


work on the human writers of the Bible that 
their finished products required all their own 
power and personality, all their own long train- 
ing, and yet were the very Word of God? How 
can it be that a work can truly be of man and 
yet of God? Is this logical? How can it be? 
Well, in reply to this question we would simply 
say, we do not know. We are dealing here not 
with man but with God, and with Him all 
things are possible. There is surely an element 
of mystery here, but for that matter there is 
mystery in practically every element of our 
Christian Faith. Remove that mystery; bring 
the truth down so that it can be scrutinized 
and controlled through the microscope of the 
finite mind, and you will have no Christianity 
left. Remove from our faith this element of 
mystery, and you have removed Christianity 
itself with it. I do not know how the sovereign 
God in His wondrous providence could pre- 
pare just the man whom He desired to write 
some portion of His Word. We do not know 
how He, the sovereign Spirit, the Creator and 
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(;iver of Life, could so bear that man, and at 
ihe same time employ all the faculties of that 
man, so that what was finally written down 
was, in a very true sense the words of that 
man, and yet, without doing any despite to his 
personality, was nevertheless the Word of God, 
a Word which was truly of Divine origination. 
We may not be able thus to understand the 
doctrine, but whether we can understand it or 
no, it is surely the teaching of Holy Scripture 


We conservatives are just as eager to study 
the human side of the Bible as are the form- 
critics or the literary critics or the modern 
Scandinavian scholars. We too are interested in 
archaeology and Biblical Geography. We too 
are insistent upon a knowledge of Greek, Latin 
and Hebrew, as well as of the many Semitic 
cognate languages. This is no new love of ours. 
Luther said that one could not understand the 
prophecies unless he knew something about the 
\ssyrians and their background. And he was 
right. Bible believers have been just as inter- 
ested in the Sitz im Leben, as any modern critics. 
However, we insist that the human side of the 
Bible is not to be studied at the expense of 
the truth that the words of the Bible are Spirit 
given words. 


Some years ago there was, as is now well 
known, a controversy between the modernists 
and indifferentists on the one hand and Bible 
believing Christians on the other in the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U.S.A. That fight, at 
least in that body, is now at an end. At least, 
if there are left any Bible Believers who are 
fighting, they are fighting the battle under the 
most quiet conditions known to history. When 
the fight was on, the forces of the conservatives 
were headed by Dr. J. Gresham Machen. As 
is well known, Dr. Machen insisted upon the 
complete trustworthiness of the Bible. He 
taught the common doctrine that inspiration 
extended only to the first copies or the originals 
of the Scriptures. There were those among the 
opponents who asserted that this was a doctrine 
developed by the Princeton theologians for the 
sake of avoiding the difficulties caused by the 
presence of textual errors in the Bible. But 
note what the Confession of Faith has to say. 
It speaks of the Scriptures as “—being im- 
mediately inspired of God.” 


Of course the Divine outbreathing had to 
do with what we call the autographa. How 
could it have been otherwise? If the Scriptures 
were actually outbreathed of God, there must 
have been a first copy, and that first copy alone 
was inspired. How could it have been other- 
wise? To maintain this is not to attempt to 
escape from some difficulty. Rather, the op- 
ponents of the doctrine at this point as well 
as at many others, betray a woeful ignorance of 
what the true doctrine of inspiration is. 
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Let us suppose that a schoolteacher writes a 
letter to the President of the United States. 
Something that he has done has attracted and 
aroused her admiration and she must tell him 
about it. So, she writes him a friendly letter. 
To her great delight, he replies with a _ per- 
sonal letter. We can well imagine her surprise 
and joy as she receives a letter in the president’s 
own handwriting. Surely this is too good to 
keep, and so the teacher dictates the letter to 
her class. There are, let us say, thirty pupils 
in the class, and as she dictates, they copy down 
the letter. When they have completed there 
are thirty copies of the letter in addition to the 
autographon itself. Now, the teacher most un- 
fortunately loses her letter, and all that remain 
are the thirty copies that have been made from 
dictation. The teacher collects these and begins 
to examine them. Here is Johnny’s copy. John- 
ny, being about ten years old, is really more 
interested in baseball than in spelling. Con- 
sequently, his copy has a number of misspelled 
words. But this does not trouble the teacher. 
She engages in some textual criticism, and cor- 
rects the misspelled words and restores the copy 
so that it is in reality a copy of the original. 
Little Mary, also, has been a bit careless. She 
wrote one word twice, one at the end of the 
line and then again at the beginning of a line. 
Mary, too, wrote a few letters twice. She knew 
how to spell, but she was a bit tired, and conse- 
quently careless. And Tom forgot all about dot- 
ting his i’s and crossing his t’s. Susan did not 
listen as attentively as she might, with the re- 
sult that she actually omitted writing certain 
words. And Billy’s handwriting was so poor 
that the teacher was not quite sure what some 
of his words were. 


Now, will anyone deny that with the aid of 
a bit of textual criticism it is possible to restore 
the original of this letter? And will anyone deny 
that there must be an original? Of course there 
must. In the very nature of the case it is so. 
If a letter actually came from the President, 
there must have been the original copy that 
he himself wrote. And, my friends, if a message 
actually came from God in a special manner, 
there must be an original that was actually out- 
breathed by Him. Hence, it is no makeshift 
expedient; it is no attempt to escape any dif- 
ficulty that leads us to posit this original. When 
the Bible speaks of Scripture as theopneustos, 
it is teaching us precisely this, namely, that there 
was an outbreathed Scripture. In the nature 
of the case that must have been the original. 


To return for a moment to our illustration. 
The copies which the children made of the 
President's letter contained numerous errors. By 
a simple application of the science of textual 
criticism, it was possible to correct those errors. 
But how is it with the copies of the Bible which 
we possess? Are they filled with errors? The 
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answer is that such is not at all the case. ‘The 
Westminster Confession speaks of the Scriptures 
as “being immediately inspired by God, and, by 
His singular care and providence, kept pure in 
all ages,” and therefore, as being “authentical,” 
This is a remarkable statement and one which 
we should ponder over and over again. The 
manuscripts of the Bible have in the singular 
care and providence of God been kept pure in 
all ages. The singular care and providence of 
God! How utterly true this is! Is not this 
what our Lord also would have us believe, when 
He said, “For verily I say unto you, Till heaven 
and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in 
no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” 
When we compare the state of the Hebrew and 
Virgil or any other work of antiquity, it is most 
remarkable to note their accuracy. ‘This is par- 
ticularly striking with the Hebrew. Hebrew 
is an extremely difficult language, and it is a 
particularly difficult language to copy. Never- 
theless, this difficult language has been copied 
with the utmost accuracy. The copies of the 
Bible which we today possess are absolutely 
trustworthy, so good has God in His preserving 
and protecting providence been to us. 


This is the more amazing when we consider 
how difficult it is to copy anything correctly. 
Take three pages of your English Bible and 
copy them out with a pen or pencil. When you 
read over the copy which you have made, you 
will doubtless discover several mistakes. This 
does not mean that there are mistakes in the 
Bible; it merely means that there are mistakes 
of the kind which we call copyist’s errors in 
the copy which you have made. And so it is 
with the copies of the Bible which are extant. 
They contain errors which we call copyist’s er- 
rors. Now these errors, as everyone who has 
dealt with the subject knows, are neither great 
nor many. I do not mean to say that we can 
solve all these difficulties; not at all. All I am 
asserting at the present moment is that the 
copies of the Bible which we now possess are 
indeed copies, made from other copies and so 
on until we reach the original, and that by the 
study of textual criticism we may approximate 
that original. 


It will be obvious that we have arrived at 
this view of the Bible by means of exegesis. 
When we have asked the question; In what 
sense is the Bible the Word of God, we have 
allowed the Bible to speak for itself. The view 
of the Bible which we maintain, that of its 
plenary and verbal inspiration, is taught in 
the Bible itself. That we believe, because we 
believe that the Bible is a trustworthy teacher; 
and we believe that it is a trustworthy teacher 
because we believe that it was given to us by 
God Himself. To reject the teaching of the 
Bible concerning itself, as we have already in- 
sisted, is to reject the Bible as a trustworthy 
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teacher. And if we reject what the Bible has 
to say about itself, why should we pay any at 
tention to what it has to say on other subjects 
also? The question before us therefore is simply 
this, Shall we any longer continue to regard 
the Bible as a trustworthy Book? 


It behooves us now to go a step further. We 
believe what the Bible says to us, when it claims 
to be in all its parts the infallible Word of the 
living and true God. Well and good, but what 
are the grounds upon which such belief is based? 
How, in other words, do we know that the 
Bible is indeed the Word of God? The answe1 
to this question is; We know that the Bible 
is the Word of God because God Himself, Who 
is truth and cannot lie, has told us that it is 
His Word. What I am saying is that “our full 
persuasion and assurance of the infallible truth 
and divine authority” of the Bible “is from 
the inward work of the Holy Spirit bearing wit- 
ness by and with the Word in our hearts.” 


Let us listen to a few passages of the Scrip- 
ture, Isaiah said, “As for me, this is my covenant 
with them, saith the Lord, My spirit that is 
upon thee, and my words which I have put in 
thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, 
nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of 
the mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith the Lord, 
from henceforth and for ever.” “For our gospel 
came not unto you in word only, but also in 
power and in the Holy Ghost, and in much 
assurance; as ye know what manner of men 
we were among you for your sake” (I Thessa- 
lonians 1:5); and again “But ve have an unction 
from the Holy One, and ye know all things.” 
(I John 2:20); “But the anointing which ye 
have received of him abideth in you, and ye 
need not that any man teach you: but as the 
same anointing teacheth you of all things, and 
is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught 
you, ye shall abide in him” (I John 2:27). 


It is not my intention to engage in a lengthy 
discussion as to precisely what is intended when 
we speak of the inward testimony of the Holy 
Spirit. Personally, | am inclined to think that 
it is that which we mean when we speak of 
regeneration on the noetic side. It is that open- 
ing of the eyes of the understsanding so that 
he who was once in the darkness and bondage 
of ignorance now for the first time sees that 
to which beforetime he had always been blind. 
It is of course the work of the sovereign Spirit 
of God, the third Person of the ever blessed 
lrinity. Regeneration is the work of God alone, 
and one of the blessed results of this super- 
natural act of the power of God is that the eyes 
of the blind are opened. Now the mind under- 
stands, whereas before there had been none that 
understood. Now at last the sinner understands 
that this Book is different from all other books. 
Now he beholds that this Book is from God in 
a sense that is true of no other writing. The 
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divinity of the Scriptures is now for the first 


time clearly perceived, and the voice of the 
heavenly Father is now lor the first time dis- 
tinctly heard. For, make no mistake about it; 
the divinity of the Scriptures is actually present 
in those Scriptures, and the voice of the heaven- 
ly Father is actually heard in those Scriptures, 
whether or no we can see or hear. 


It is important that we grasp this fact. The 
Bible is the Word of God, whether we believe 
it to be so or not. Just as the heavens are 
intensively proclaiming the glory of God and 
the firmament is causing to make known to us 
that it is His handiwork, so the Bible proclaims 
in no uncertain terms its deity. There are those 
however, who do not hear the voice of the 
heavens and the earth. They behold the heavens 
but they do not regard the heavens as created 
by God, and they certainly do not believe that 
the earth is His handiwork, for they do not 
believe in Him. They are blind, their under- 
standing is darkened. They cannot see what is 
so plain to be seen. What they need is not 
light; what they need is an opening of the 
eyes of the understanding. And likewise the 
Bible in many ways evidences its own divinity. 
Many however, do not believe. They cannot 
believe, for they are blind. What they need 
also is not light, but an opening of the eyes. 
But whether they can understand or not, the 
heavens are the creation of God, and the Bible 
is the Word of God. The blind man may say, 
I do not believe in light, for I have never seen 
it. So the sinner may say, I do not believe that 
the Scriptures are from God in an unique sense. 
But just as the blind man needs an opening 
of the eyes, so does the sinner. He too is blind. 


The evidences which manifest the divinity of 
the Scriptures are manifold indeed. How can 
we better state them than to quote the words 
of the Confession. “We may be moved and in- 
duced by the testimony of the Church to a 
high and reverent esteem of the Holy Scripture, 
and the heavenliness of the matter, the efficacy 
of the doctrine, the majesty of the style, the 
consent of all the parts, the scope of the whole 
(which is, to give all glory to God), the full 
discovery it makes of the only way of man’s 
salvation, the many other incomparable excel- 
lencies, and the entire perfection thereof, are 
arguments whereby it doth abundantly evidence 
itself to be the Word of God.” Surely this is a 
remarkable statement of those points wherein 
the divinity of the Scriptures are manifest, and 
surely he is without excuse who does not behold 
these evidences. But the man that is blind will 
not behold these evidences anymore than the 
man that is physically blind will behold the 
light of the sun. Our persuasion of the truth 
of these evidences therefore, rests upon the work 
of God Himself. He has opened our eyes. 
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And here is the heart of the whole matter. 
We believe the Bible to be the Word of God 
because God has told us that it is His Word. 
It could not be otherwise. If in our own wis- 
dom and power we could settle this question, 
the God about whom we should be speaking 
would be merely a limited God. Only the true 
God can identify that which has _ proceeded 
from His mouth. Those who do not believe in 
the Holy Trinity will never be able to discuss 
this question adequately. God has told us that 
the Scriptures are from Him, and by means of 
exegesis (that is, by means of studying what 
the Scriptures have to say about themselves) 
we have come to learn that in all their parts, 
yea, in all their words, in the original manu- 
scripts, the Scriptures, being from God, are pure 
and free from error, absolutely infallible and 
authoritative. 


Is this doctrine important? Does it matter if 
we entertain lower views of the Bible? Cannot 
we avoid that word verbal? Cannot we speak 
merely of plenary inspiration? Or, if the term 
plenary be too offensive, cannot we speak of 
dynamic inspiration? That word dynamic sounds 
well in this twentieth century; it could easily 
become popular. 


Well my friends, I do not wish to quarrel 
about words. There is one factor, however, 
which is ultra-important. It is that, in our 
formulation of the doctrine, we be more con- 
cerned to do justice to what the Bible teaches 
than to what may be palatable to people today. 
And if we are concerned to do justice to what 
the Bible teaches we shall also be concerned to 
point out, that, no matter how much the modern 
man may not like the fact, the Bible teaches 
that throughout, in all its parts and even in 
its very words, it is of God, . all, in other 
words, is God breathed. 


Does it matter? It has been my experience 
that when men begin to tone down this doctrine 
or to treat it as irrelevant or even un-important, 
it becomes merely a matter of time until they 
do the same thing with other doctrines. We 
have seen a notable example of this in our 
day. For years, Princeton Theological Sem- 
inary was a stronghold of the Reformed Faith. 
Think of some of the giants of that institution. 
Archibald Alexander, Joseph Addison Alexan- 
der, Charles Hodge, William Henry Green, Ben- 
jamin B. Warfield, Geerhardus Vos, Robert Dick 
Wilson, J]. Gresham Machen, Oswald T. Allis. 
Well, what happened? The Seminary in 1929 
was reorganized, and on the board of trustees 
there were placed two signers of the notorious 
Auburn Affirmation, which, among other things, 
said, “There is no assertion in the Scriptures 
that their writers were kept from error. The 
Confession of Faith does not make this asser- 
tion and it is significant that this assertion 
is not to be found in the Apostles’ Creed or 
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the Nicene Creed or in any of the great Reforma- 
tion Confessions. The doctrine of inerrancy, in- 
tended to enhance the authority of the Scrip- 
tures, in fact impairs their supreme authority 
for faith and life, and weakens the testimony 
of the church to the power of God unto salva- 
tion through Jesus Christ. We hold that the 
General Assembly of 1923, in asserting that ‘the 
Holy Spirit did so inspire, guide and move the 
writers of Holy Scripture as to keep them from 
error, spoke without warrant of the Scriptures 
or of the Confession of Faith. We hold rather 
to the words of the Confession of Faith, that 
the Scriptures ‘are given by inspiration of God, 
to be the rule of faith and life’ (Conf. I;1i)” 
(the Auburn Affirmation). When a theological 
Seminary will permit men to serve on its board 
of Trustees who will sign such a document as 
that, we may rightly expect that it will be only 
a matter of time until more serious error shall 
creep in. 

The times in which we are living are hostile 
to this blessed doctrine of Inspiration. The 
visible Church thinks that it must bow to the 
dictates of “modern scholarship,” and so it re- 
jects this doctrine. We are constantly being 
flooded with the literature of neo-orthodoxy, of 
existentialism, of modern form criticism, and 
in all this literature the mind of man is given 
a high place. Old fashioned Christianity must 
contend for its very existence. The times de- 
mand those who will not count the cost. Shall 
we be ashamed of the Bible today? Shall we 
simply mouth the shibboleths of neo-orthodoxy, 
and thus go along with the current? Shall we 
too, give in to the spirit of the age? Or, rather, 
shall we take our stand upon the infallible 
Scriptures? Shall we judge every man and every 
movement in the light of these Scriptures? If 
we do this we shall probably be in a minority. 
We shall probably even be in a_ despised 
minority. But of one thing we may be sure, 
“The Word of our God will stand for ever.” 


In the city of Damascus, in Syria, there is 
a great mosque. From the standpoint of archi- 
tecture it is in many respects a grand building. 
Along one of the walls there is a row of low 
lying shops. It is possible to climb up on the 
root of these shops and to walk over to the 
wall of the mosque. If one does this, he will 
find an old doorway, now walled up and white- 
washed over. On the lintel of this doorway are 
carved in letters of Greek these words, “Thy 
kingdom, O Christ, is an everlasting kingdom, 
and thy reign endureth for ever and ever.” At 
one time this mosque had been a Christian 
Church. The forces of infidelity had taken pos- 
session of it, and sought to obliterate every 
trace of the fact that the building had once 
been a Church. But they had not been sufficient- 
ly thorough. These words still remained to bear 
their eloquent testimony to the truth that here 
the true God was once worshipped. 
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Che times today are indeed discouraging. But 
let us never fear. The Lord is with His Church, 
and will be until the end of the world. “Who- 
soever therefore shall be ashamed of me and 
of my words in this adulterous and sinful gen- 
eration; of him also shall the Son of man be 
ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his 
Father with the holy angels’ (Mark 8:38). God 
grant that we may not be ashamed of Him and 
His Word! 


“To Make America Catholic” 
Broadminded Protestants who have _ been 
dreaming of a World Council of Churches that 
would embrace the Roman Catholic Church 
within its long soft arms must have been awak- 
ened with a jar last month by the words of a 
Catholic leader. 





Speaking at the Chair of Unity Octave ob- 
servance in Washington, Auxiliary Bishop 
James J. Navagh said: 


“Do we want America to be Catholic? The 
answer is, We want America to be’ Catholic 
just as we want the whole world to be Catholic, 
for such is the will of God. ... It is our duty 
to make America Catholic.” ; 


God is looking for Spirit-filled Christians who 
will be just as outspoken as that concerning 
our Pentecostal evangelical faith—Evangel. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 








LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 11 


Struggle For Survival 


Background Scripture: Nehemiah 1; 2; 4; 
Devotional Reading: Nehemiah 1:6-11. 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





6; 12:27-31, 38, 43. 


“The events of this book introduce to us the last great soul of this long period of Jewish History 


from Moses to Nehemiah. 
and crises has this chosen race come. 
ment ceases 


What stirring events have been recorded, 
With Nehemiah the history as recorded by the Old Testa- 
By it we have followed the fortunes of this Messianic Nation from the sojourn in 


and through what vicissitudes 


Egypt through the period of wandering, their settlement in the land, the time of the Judges, the 


Monarchy, the divided kingdom, exile in Baby- 
lon and back again to the land of Promise. 

. In this closing period how much Jerusalem 
was in need of this last great historical character 
Nehemiah the patriot, statesman, reformer, will 
be indicated by the narratives of this book” 
(New Analytical Bible, p. 591) 


Our Lesson Topic, “Struggle for Survival,” 
very appropriate, for the returning exiles met 
with ridicule, opposition, and persecution, on 
the part of their neighboring adversaries, and 
many of them became discouraged, and fell 
into grave sins. Nehemiah proved a tower of 
strength to these Jews who returned to their 
own country. He led them - he and Ezra - in 
this crisis. 


Our Devotional Reading contains one of his 


prayers. It is a prayer of confession of sin and 
a plea for God’s mercy and forgiveness and 
help: “O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine 


ear be attentive to the prayer of thy servant, 
and to the prayer of thy servants, who desire 
to fear thy name; and prosper, I pray thee, 
thy servant this day, and grant him mercy 
in the sight of this man. For I was the king’s 
cupbearer.” Nehemiah was preeminently a man 
of action. He led a busy life. He had an unusual 
amount of practical ability and common sense. 
Back of all this, however, we see a man of deep 
spiritual devotion. His work is saturated with 
prayer and with great faith in God. 


For convenience, let me divide the lesson as 
follows: (1) Nehemiah and Artaxerxes, (2) 
Nehemiah and the Jews, (3) Nehemiah and 
the Adversaries. There will be overlapping in 
such a division, but it may help. 
1-2:1-11. 


I. Nehemiah and Artaxerxes: the King: 


Nehemiah is in Shushan the palace. He is 
cupbearer to the king, a position of high esteem, 
good pay, and great influence. His heart seems 
to be far away in his home country of Judea 
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where many of his friends had gone under the 
decree of Cyrus. He asks Hanani and some of 
the others about the Jews in Jerusalem. The 
news from there is distressing indeed: “The 
remnant that are left of the captivity there in 
the province are in great affliction and reproach: 
the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and 
the gates thereof are burned with fire.” He 
sat down and mourned and wept and fasted 
and then uttered the prayer which we have 
considered in our Introduction. We see here 
a picture of a real patriot; a man who loved 
his country and was ready to make sacrifices 
for it. 


His deep concern and sadness of countenance 
were noticed by the king as he served him his 
wine. It was a dangerous thing to be “sad” 
in _the presence of an Eastern Monarch. 
Artaxerxes asks the cause of his sad counten- 
ance. “Then I was very sore afraid.” He might 
easily have lost, not merely his job, but his 
head, for such an offence. His reply was cour- 
teous and tactful: “Let the king live for ever : 
why should not my countenance be sad, when 
the city, the place of my father’s sepulchres, 
lieth waste, and the gates thereof are consumed 
with fire?” 


The’ king replied, For what dost thou make 
request? Nehemiah uttered a prayer to God, and 
then asked that he might be sent to Judah. The 
king asks, How long?, and he sets a time. This 
scene in the palace reveals something of 
Artaxerxes’ regard, and even friendship, for his 
cupbearer. Nehemiah also requests letters to 
the “governors beyond the river,” that they 
might let him pass through and to the keeper 
of the king’s forest that he might supply him 
with timber to make the beams for the gates 
of the palace. We see an evidence here of the 
fine practical common sense of this leader of 
the Jews. His requests were granted and he 
makes his journey to Jerusalem. 
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II. Nehemiah and the Jews: 2:12-3:32. 


1. He makes a “Survey.”” He, and a few men 
with him, went out by night and inspected the 
walls of the city which were broken down. This 
survey confirmed the report which had been 
brought to him in Babylon. He had not, up 
to this time, told the rulers or the Jews, or 
the priests - only the selected few who went 
with him. I suppose he wished to be sure of 
the facts before he made known his purpose. 
“Then said I unto them, ye see the distress 
that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and 
the gates thereof are burned with fire : come, 
and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, 
that we be no more a reproach. Then I told 
them of the hand of my God which was good 
upon me; as also the king’s words, that he had 
spoken unto me. And they said, Let us rise 
up and build. So they strengthened their hands 
for this good work.” 


2. Chapter three gives the names of those who 
built the wall. A very significant little phrase 
occurs in verse 28: “every one over against his 
house.”’ It reminds us of the chorus which chil- 
dren sing; “You in your corner, and I in mine.” 
If each of us, as builders of the Kingdom, would 
see to our own house, and the part of the wall 
adjacent to it, the walls of Zion would be com- 
pleted. A reproachful note is struck in verse 5: 
“but their nobles put not their necks to the 
work of the Lord”; they were shirkers. It is 
always a pity when the very men who ought to 
be in the front, do not “put their necks to 
the work of the Lord.” We see this to be the 
case in every congregation, I suppose. Another 
touch in verse 12: “He and his daughters”. Not 
only the men, but the women, had their part. 
Some of the rulers, at least, took part. In verse 
9 we read, “the ruler of the half part of Jeru- 
salem.” 


3. Chapter 4, and some of its lessons. These 
are very practical lessons for all “Kingdom- 
Builders.” Verse 9, for instance: “We made our 
prayer unto our God, and set a watch against 
them day and night.” “Watch and Pray,” said 
Jesus, to His disciples. Like Faith and Works, 
these are inseparable; they belong together; 
they suggest our part, and God’s part, in the 
work of the Lord. Verse 10 shows us the dis- 
couragement of the Jews themselves: ‘And 
Judah said, The strength of the bearers of bur- 
dens is decayed, and there is much rubbish; 
so that we are not able to build the wall.” Did 
you ever hear words like these when you wished 
to build a new church, or an Educational Build- 
ing’? Nehemiah not only had “adversaries” 
without, but discouraged people within. So do 
we, in our work. Verse 17: “Every one with 
one of his hands wrought in the work, and with 
the other hand held a weapon.” Not only is 
there work to do, when we build our walls, but 
there is always a battle to fight. 
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!. Chapter Five gives us an insight into the 
need for reforms as well as building. Some of 
the Jews were oppressing their brethren, charg- 
ing exhorbitant prices and buying some of their 
sons and daughters into bondage. These usurers 
and money-grabbers were making life miserable 
for the poorer people. This sounds like the 
years of our warfare and after, when we suf- 
fered from such things. 


Nehemiah 


promptly takes drastic measures 
against these “scoundrels.” “And I was very angry 
when I heard their cry and these words... and I 


shook my lap, and said, So God shake every 
man from his house and all the congrega- 
tion said, Amen, and _ praised the Lord.” 
Nehemiah was a great Reformer, and later on 
he took steps to make the people observe the 
Sabbath, and correct their mixed marriages and 
other abuses. (See Chapter 13) 


In verses 14-19 we see the generosity and patri- 
otism of Nehemiah, the Governor: “I and my 
brethren have not eaten the bread of the Gov- 
ernor.” He not only served without pay, but 
fed a large number at his own table. I am afraid 
that we do not have many patriots today of 
the Nehemiah brand. 


Ill. Nehemiah and_ the 
places in the lesson. 


Adversaries: Val ious 


In chapter 2:17-20 we have the names of three 
leading adversaries: Sanballat the Horonite; 
‘Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite; and Geshem, 
the Arabian. Their first attack was with ridi- 
cule. They laughed us to scorn, and despised 
us, and said, What is this thing that ye do? 
Will ye rebel against the king? 


In Chapter 4:1 - we find them becoming 
angry, mocking the Jews and continuing their 
ridicule: What do these feeble Jews? Tobiah 
adds his word : “Even that which they build, 
if a fox go up, he shall even break down their 
stone wall.” In verse 8, after they see the 
progress which is being made, they take steps 
to fight against the Jews, and Nehemiah has 
to set a watch, etc. 


In Chapter 6 they change their policy. Study 
Nehemiah’s replies to them. 


Sacrificing for Missions 


The Peoples Church in Toronto, Canada, 
has done it again! It has broken all its previous 
records by pledging to give $282,000 for Mis- 
sions in the coming year. The money will be 
used to support 380 missionaries. The members 
of the church are not rich, but their pastor, 
Oswald J. Smith, has taught them to give sacri- 
ficially and they consider soul-winning work in 
the homeland and abroad the most important 
thing in life-—Exchange. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





ne 





















ea 
S 





YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 11 








REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





The Universe Speaks of God and Man 


Hymn: “Praise The Lord: Ye Heavens Adore 
Him” 

Prayet 

Scripture: Psalm 

1:9 10. 

Hymn: “Great God, How Infinite Art Thou” 

Offering 

Hymn: ‘Fairest 
Nature” 


19:1-6, Psalm 8, I John 


Lord Jesus, Ruler Of All 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

(This program deals largely with the glory 
of God as it is revealed in His universe, so if 
it is at all practical, it will be meaningful to 
meet out of doors. If you hold your meetings 
alter dark, try to find a location where the 
young people can see the stars while the pro- 
gram is being presented.) 


We do not need the findings of modern 
science to prove the truthfulness of the Bible. 
The Bible is God’s word of truth to us, and 
it stands on its own authority, with or without 
the knowledge which science gives us. We are 
not, however, to despise science or to think of 
it as being unimportant. The fact is that sci- 
entific knowledge of the universe in which we 
live will greatly increase our appreciation of 
the eternal truth which the Bible teaches. 


The Bible tells us that God is great, and 
we believe it, but our idea of what greatness 
is may be very limited by our own lack ol 
knowledge. Science gives us knowledge of the 
universe, and as our understanding of the uni- 
verse expands our understanding of God's 
greatness will grow with it. The Psalmist said, 
“The heavens declare the glory of God.” The 
more we know of the heavens, the more of 
God’s glory we shall be able to see. 


Our speakers will point out four spiritual 
truths which can be made more meaningful to 
us as we view them in the light of scientific 
knowledge about the universe. 


First SPEAKER: 


The Bible tells us that God created all things 
ind that He orders their ways. We accept this 
explanation, but our appreciation of the won- 
der of God’s creation and government increases 
in the light of scientific knowledge. All of the 
things we see around us are so complicated that 
we know they could not have “just happened.” 
Scientists have calculated that the chance of a 
typical protein molecule being formed by acci- 
dent is one to 2.02x 10 to the 32Ist power. If 
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the chance of one molecule being formed by 
accident is so slight, how much less likely is 
it that the whole universe is an accident. It 
is much more reasonable to believe that this 
complicated universe has been created bv an 
intelligent Designer. 


\stronomers are able to observe countless 
stars, planets, and moons all moving in their 
orderly ways without ever getting in the way of 
each other. We know that it takes a great deal 
of intelligence and planning to keep our own 
affairs in order, so is it reasonable to believe 
that the multitude of heavenly bodies move 
with such perfect precision merely by chance? 
The more we know of the universe, the more 
we see of its orderliness. The more we see of 
its orderliness, the more we are compelled to 
believe in a wise and powerful God who orders 
the way ol all things. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

Until a comparatively few years ago it was 
the common belief that the earth was the cen- 
ter of the universe. It was thought that the 
sun and the moon moved around the earth 
and that stars were pin points of light shining 
through the sky. This very limited universe 
was considered to be the domain of God. The 
discoveries of astronomers have expanded our 
idea of the universe immeasurably and have 
thereby given us a fuller understanding of the 
greatness of God’s domain. The ancients meas- 
ured distance in terms of a day’s march, but 
astronomers measure it by light years. A light 
year is the distance light can travel in a year 
at the rate of 186,284 miles per second . . . al- 
most six trillion miles. We get some idea of 
the immense size of the universe when we are 
told that the North Star is 466 light years from 
the earth. When we look into the heavens on 
a starry night we are impressed with the majesty 
of the same God who received the praises of 
Christians a thousand years ago, but our idea 
of His majesty can be greater than theirs be- 
cause of the knowledge which modern science 
gives us. 


‘THIRD SPEAKER: 


The Psalmist asked, “What is man that Thou 
art mindful of him?” Can we not ask the same 


question with even greater earnestness? It is 
foolish enough to think that the earth is the 
center of the universe, but there is a tendency 
in human nature which is still more foolish. 
It is the temptation to think of ourselves as 
the center of everything. It is a kind of folly 
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which is not as uncommon as we might think. 
One of the finest cures for this feeling of self- 
importance is to behold the starlit skies. <A 
person needs only to remember how small he 
is in relation to the earth, that the earth itself 
is one of the smaller planets in our solar sys- 
tem, and that the solar system is only one among 
many in the universe. The Psalmist did not have 
all this scientific data when he first asked God, 
“What is man that Thou art mindful of him?” 
but he had the right idea. We, who do have 
the knowledge which astronomy reveals, 
bound so much more to recognize out 
nificance in God’s great universe. 


are 


irra 
insig 


FOURTH SPEAKER: 

When we consider the immensity of the uni- 
verse and the majesty of the God who created 
and controls it we are indeed made humble, 
but the glorious fact remains that God IS 
mindful of us. We can see His concern for us 
in the way He has made nature to conform 
to our needs. He has truly given us dominion 
over His earthly creation. We know we do not 
deserve this consideration, but it is evident to 
all who are willing to see it. 


There is another proof of God’s concern for 
us that has come to us in a special way. It is 
the provision He has made to restore us to 
fellowship with Himself when we, through sin 
against Him, have been separated from Him. 
None of the findings of science about the uni- 
verse can reveal this aspect of God’s love for 
His human creatures. He made this known 
at first through His inspired prophets and later 
in the words and the works of His own Son. 
The great Creator of this immense universe 
became man in Jesus Christ. The Creator took 
to Himself the nature of the creatures and made 
Himself accountable for their sin. Bearing thei1 
sin He suffered for them the just punishment 
of death and was raised to life the third day 
after His crucifixion. He died their death that 
they might live His life. These things we know 
and believe because they are written in the Bible. 
No amount of knowledge about the material 
universe can reveal God’s saving love in Christ, 
but knowing the greatness and wonder of the 
universe enables us to see how marvelous a 
thing it is that He has redeemed us at so great 
a cost as the death of His Son. 


. 


A Puritan Mother 


A statue of a Puritan mother has been erected 
at Plymouth by the Daughters of the American 
Revolution. The mother’s head is 
modesty. Her clothes are the hood, full skirt 
and buckled shoes of her day. In her hand 
there is a Bible. At the base of the statue are 
these words: “They brought up their families 
in sturdy virtue and a living faith in God, with- 
out which nations perish.’”’—Exchange. 


bowed in 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Sesqui-Centennial Celebration 

Rogersville, Tenn. — One hundred and fifty 
years of fruitful and sometimes turbulent his- 
tory were commemorated here on July 31, when 
the Rogersville Presbyterian Church observed 
its sesquicentennial. Four former pastors of the 
church were present to take part in morning, 
afternoon, and evening services. 


Rev. Thomas M. Johnston, D.D., pastor from 
1938 to 1943, and now pastor of Maxwell Street 
Church, Lexington, Ky., preached the morning 
sermon on “The Church Which Is In God,” 
(I Thessalonians 1:1). Rev. Robert B. Camp- 
bell, student supply pastor in 1930, and at pres- 
ent Rector, Church of the Ascension, Hickory, 
N. C., and Rev. Hugh E. Powel, a grandson 
of the church, now pastor of Trinity Church, 
Clearwater, Fla., assisted with the morning ser- 
vice. 

Rev. Bob S. Hodges, Jr., D.D., pastor from 
1944 to 1949, and now associate secretary of 
the General Council, Atlanta, Ga., presided over 
the historical program in the afternoon. Chief 
speaker was Judge Winfield B. Male, who de- 
scribed the history of the church, and the chal- 
lenge before it. 

The evening sermon was brought by Rev. 
Dudley M. McIver, pastor 1916 to 1924, who 
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is now living in retirement at Macon, Ga. His 
sermon was “The Emphasis of Jesus,” from 
the text of I John 5:4. During the evening pro- 
gram, greetings were brought from Baptist, 
Christian, and Methodist Churches in Rogers- 
ville, and Rev. Wilmer B. Robbins, president 
of Rogersville Inter-Church Council and pastor 
of the Methodist Church, assisted in the service. 


The 150-year-old church was established in 
1805 by Rev. Charles Coffin, D.D., and _ lists 
15 pastors in its history. 


Austin Seminary 


Austin, Texas Six new faculty and staff 
members have been added to Austin Seminary, 
and two present members of the faculty are 
beginning a new phase of work with the school. 


The Seminary’s Board of Trustees, at its an- 
nual meeting sometime ago named Dr. James 
\. Millard and the Rev. Norman Dow, to new 


posts. Dr. Millard will assume new duties 
in the practical department, and Mr. Dow, 
former librarian will become assistant Profes- 


sor of Bibliography, in recognition of his out- 
standing work in the school’s library. 


Dr. E. Best, minister of the Caledon and 
Minterburn Churches in Tyrone County, Ire- 
land, was named to a two-year term as visiting 
professor of Biblical Theology; the Rev. Wil- 
liam Ith Boand will be assistant in the de- 
partment; Dr. Suzanne de Dietrich, formerly 
resident lecturer at the Ecumenical Institute, 
Coligny, Switzerland, is to be guest lecturer 
in theology; the Rev. James A. Wharton, has 
been named to the post of Assistant Professor 
cf English Bible, beginning September, 1956; 
Dr. William Adamson, Austin psychiatrist, will 
become a consultant to the Seminary; and the 
Rev. Henry W. Quinius, Jr., pastor of Beacon 
Hill Presbyterian Church of San Antonio, has 
been selected to be Director of Field Work at 
the Seminary. 





The Brooks McLanes “Feted and Forded” 


MO-RANCH, Texas—Dr. S. Brooks McLane, 
president emeritus of Texas-Mexican Industrial 
Institute, Kingsville, Texas, was the surprised 
subject of a “This Is Your Life” skit at the 
annual conference of the Women of the Church, 
Synod of Texas here recently. 


Dr. and Mrs. McLane drove to Mo-Ranch, 
the Texas Synod conference ground, in response 
to an invitation from Dr. Cecil H. Lang of 
Dallas, retiring Moderator of the Synod, for Dr. 
McLane to speak on Tex-Mex at the final ses- 
sion of the women’s meeting. That speech was 
never made. 
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Dr. Lang never gave the McLeans a chance 
to speak. Instead, the retiring Moderator gave 
a brief biography of Brooks McLane and fol- 
lowed with a tribute to his 41 years of service 
at Tex-Mex. Over 350 delegates and guests 
from all parts of Texas were present for the 
program. 


As the climax, Dr. Lang said, “Even though 
you are retiring, Texas Presbyterians are not 
tired of you.”” He then presented to the McLanes 
the keys to a new 1955 Ford Customline four- 
door sedan, given by a small group of their 
Texas friends. 


After the program many of the ladies con- 
gratulated the McLanes, and helped them in- 
spect the new car parked outside. 


A Downtown Church “Stays Put” 


Memphis, Tenn. — A five-year building pro- 
gram by First Presbyterian Church here, .was 
completed July 31, as the church’s new educa- 
tional building opened its doors. The First 
Church has spent $180,000 in improvements and 
additions, and this new building alone cost 
$80,000. It includes an auditorium which seats 
200 persons, classrooms, offices and a kitchen. 


E. Lester Newton has been treasurer of the 
building fund, and Dr. J. Lister Skinner has 
served as chairman of the building committee. 


At services on the day the new building’s 
doors were opened, Dr. Robert S. Hough, pastor 
of First Church, said, “We haven't taken the 
easy way. As more churches have moved out 
of the downtown area, we have had the con- 
viction and the courage to build a finer church 
here. For a ecntury and a quarter we in this 
church have preached the Gospel. We will con- 
tinue to do so. As a church we offer to the 
rich and the poor, a spiritual home in the heart 
of the city. To them we bring the Word of 
God.” Dr. Hough expressed affection for those 
churches in the area which have moved into 
residential sections, “but there must be a few 
churches in the downtown area to minister to 
the heart of the city,” he said. 





Israel’s Seventh Anniversary 


Israel celebrated the seventh anniversary of 
her Independence Day on April 27. Along with 
the speeches, religious ceremonies, military 
parades, and other festive events there was the 
opening of the Exhibition of Israel’s Achieve- 
ments at the Weizmann Memorial in Rhehovot. 


The nation has achieved a great deal since 
that day in 1948 when she declared her inde- 
pendence. At that time there were only 650,000 
Jews in the land. At the end of 1954 there 
were over twice that many Jews (1,526,016) 
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plus 191,818 non-Jews. Of the non-Jews (main- 
ly Arabs) 131,500 are Moslems, 42,800 are Chris- 
tians and 17,500 are Druses. 


Remarkable progress has been made in edu- 
cation, agriculture, industry, foreign trade, and 
every other line. Forty-eight new factories start- 
ed production last year. Sixteen new countries 
became customers of Israel. Her exports finance 
30% of her imports. 


. The Israelis now have 925,000 acres of land 
under cultivation and they are working con- 
stantly to reclaim more and more land by irri- 
gation. A $40,000,000 pipeline, sixty miles long, 
is nearly completed. It will carry water from 
the River Yarkon, north of Tel Aviv, south- 
ward to the parched wilderness of the Negev— 
106,000,000 cubic meters of it annually—to 
cause more of Israel's desert blossom as the 
rose. 

Some 28,661 tourists visited the country last 
year. An even greater number of sight-seers are 
expected in the “Land of the Bible” this year. 

—Evangel. 





New Laws To Curb “Comics” 


Harmful “comics,” which should better be 
called “tragics,” are being curbed in a number 
of states by new legislation designed to protect 
young and old from temptation. 


The North Carolina House and Senate re- 
cently passed a bill which makes it unlawful 
to sell any so-called “comics” which portray 
mayhem, sexual acts, or the use of narcotics. 


A somewhat similar bill was signed by Gov- 
ernor Allan Shivers of Texas. It provides stiff 
penalties for distributors of “lewd, lascivious 
and obscene” literature. 


In Maryland, Governor T. H. McKeldin 
signed a bill outlawing the sale of crime comic 
books and sex magazines to children unde 
eighteen. 


New York State now has a similar law. Gov- 
ernor Harriman, in signing the bill, commented 
that “the state must step in and help” to pro- 
tect the children. “While it is the responsibility 
of the parents to protect their children from 
bad influences,” he said, “the practical situation 
is that it is difficult if not impossible for parents 
to keep improper comics away from their chil- 
dren” without the new law. 


While legislators in other states study the 
situation, newsstand operators in Philadelphia 
and druggists in Minnesota began waging a 
war of their own against indecent literature. 
Six hundred members of a newsboys’ union in 
Philadelphia pledged their co-operation with 
church and civic groups in cleaning up the 


PAGE 20 


newsstands. Their action was hailed as the “big- 
gest victory” to date in the local “cleanup” drive. 
At Minneapolis, the Minnesota Pharmaceutical 
Association announced that it will  pro- 
ceed with its own ban of indecent literature, 
without waiting for action by the state legisla- 
ture. Co-operating druggists will be given win- 
dow decals and signs to be placed over their 
newsstands, proclaiming that they are working 
with the anti-obscene literature campaign.— 
Evangel. 





Censoring Radio Songs 


Radio Station WDNC at Durham, N. C. has 
announced that it will broadcast no more 
“smutty songs.” In a paid newspaper advertise- 
ment it announced: 


“During the past few months, a disturbing 
trend has developed in the field of music. Bear- 
ing the tag of ‘something new, something dif- 
ferent,’ undisguised smut has been creeping into 
the lyrics of the recorded tunes we are asked to 
introduce to you... 


“As littke as a year ago, these would have 
been classed as ‘party’ records, unfit for mixed 
company—much less on the air! Today they are 
being released daily by ‘name’ recording com- 
panies as well as ‘off brand’ labels. We do 
not think that you, our listeners, want the 
smutty lyrics heard daily in the home and family 
autemobile. So, WDNC refuses to be a party 
to anything so poisonous to the mind and 
spiritual values cf its listeners.’ 


It is good to know that a number of other 
broadcasters across the country have also joined 
the crusade against the off-color songs with the 
double meaning. —Evangel. 


Learning Hebrew in Israel 


Israelis are learning basic Hebrew at a rapid 
rate—more than 40,000 in the past six months. 
This is the estimate of Israel’s Ministry of Edu- 
cation. 


It took an American Jew with a G. I. back- 
ground to devise a new system of teaching “He- 
brew without tears.”” Yehuda L. Shuval uses the 
American Army’s World War II system of teach- 
ing foreign languages and does not bore his 
students with grammar. Instead he teaches basic 
simple Hebrew, consisting of 1,000 words, cut- 
ting out all the verbiage and grammatical 
niceties. Now even the older people are master- 
ing the hard-to-learn Hebrew language. 


Hebrew is the national language, and about 
two-thirds of Israel’s population can use it free- 
ly. Several evangelical groups are distributing 
gospel literature for these new readers.—Evangel. 
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